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British Press. The Poles found a great advocate in Clemenceau,
backed by preponderant French opinion. Clemenceau wanted a
"strong, a very strong" Poland, as one of the surest guarantees of
peace in face of German ideas of revenge and as a barrier between
Germany and Bolshevik Russia. Italy rather favoured the Poles,
while Japan was indifferent.
When the Terms of Peace were presented to the German Dele-
gation on May 7, 1919, the Polish-German frontier was set forth
in accordance with Lloyd George's rectification of that recom-
mended by the Commission on Polish Affairs: Danzig was to be
a Free City, and the fate of Marienwerder was to be decided by
plebiscite, as was that of Allenstein. On May 29 the German
Delegation addressed to the Supreme Council a voluminous
document entitled Observations on the Peace Terms. In particular
strong objection was taken to the loss of Upper Silesia, about
which there was great excitement in Germany. Lloyd George was
afraid that the Germans would refuse to sign the Peace Treaty,
but in the Supreme Council he laid special stress on the argu-
ments advanced by the delegation which were cunningly adapted
to Wilson's principles, and, winning the President to his side, he
overbore Clemenceau, a plebiscite being decided on for this area,
as the Germans were told on June 14. The Peace Treaty was
signed at Versailles on June 28, 1919, the Polish signatories being
Paderewski and Dmowski. Article 87 of the treaty began: "Ger-
many recognizes, as the Allied and Associated Powers have
already recognized, the complete independence of Poland."
POLAND'S SUBSTANTIAL GAINS
Poland made very substantial gains. Nearly the whole of Poznania,
as well as a large part of West Prussia or Pomerania, had been
restored to her, and she had access to the sea. Poland's access to
the sea through Danzig, which was placed as a Free City under
the League of Nations, was guaranteed by special legislation, but
it was neither as free nor as secure as it would have been if Danzig
had been attributed unreservedly to her, as the Commission on
Polish Affairs recommended. In 1919 Danzig was undoubtedly
German, and the compromise which gave it the status of a Free